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Press Statement

Maldives Achieves Historic Digital Milestone with Seamless Integration of PayPal Services

PayPal services have officially commenced in the Maldives through a historic cross-border payment
integration. The service has been introduced through a seamless integration established between
PayPal and Ooredoo, via Ooredoo mFaisaa. This seamless integration was achieved following

extensive, high-level discussions between the Government of the Maldives and PayPal.

The official launching ceremony, held this morning at Barcelo, was honored by His Excellency
President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu. The event was attended by the Minister of Economic Development,
Transport and Trade, Mohamed Saeed; Vice President of PayPal’s Asia-Pacific Division, Mr. Amir
Valliani; Managing Director and CEO of Ooredoo Maldives, Mr. Shadi Qawasmi; Regional CEO of
Ooredoo Group, Mr. Ahmad Al Naema; and CEO of Ooredoo Fintech International, Mr. Mirko
Giacco, alongside senior government officials, representatives from PayPal and Ooredoo, business

leaders, and representatives from the local creative industry.

Speaking at the ceremony, Minister Mohamed Saeed highlighted that the seamless integration of
PayPal services in the Maldives is the direct result of intensive work undertaken by President Dr.
Mohamed Muizzu since assuming the presidency on November 17, 2023. He noted that this
integration effectively eliminates a long-standing barrier to expanding Maldivian participation in the
global digital economy. The Minister emphasized that this milestone illustrates how clear vision and
decisive leadership translates into transformative outcomes, proving that physical scale and

archipelagic geography will never limit the global reach of Maldivian potential.

In his address, President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu described the completion of PayPal's integration in
the Maldives as the fulfillment of a vital commitment made to the Maldivian people during his
presidential campaign in 2023. The President emphasized that this milestone forms a core component
of the administration's broader digital transformation roadmap, "Maldives 2.0," and the strategic

pathway toward achieving Vision 2040.
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He characterized the arrival of PayPal services as a monumental gateway that directly links Maldivian
entrepreneurs, freelancers, and innovators to international markets, allowing them to participate fully

in the global digital economy.

By securing the seamless integration of PayPal, the Maldives has overcome long-standing structural
hurdles, elevating itself into the ranks of the region's most forward-looking digital economies. The
unique partnership model adopted by the state effectively fast-tracked resolutions to regulatory

challenges, enabling a swift and secure rollout of the service.

This historic milestone is set to catalyze revolutionary growth across the domestic e-commerce
landscape and digital economy, unlocking unprecedented avenues for private enterprise.
Furthermore, it strengthens the foundational resilience of the national economy, creates immediate
avenues for Maldivian products in international trade, and secures a vital new pipeline for foreign

exchange inflows into the country.
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