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Press Statement

Maldives accedes to the Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works
Geneva, 5" November 2025

The Republic of Maldives has officially acceded to the Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and
Artistic Works, marking a significant milestone in the country’s commitment to strengthen copyright
protection and foster the growth of a competitive creative economy.

The Instrument of Accession was formally submitted to the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)
in Geneva on 3 November 2025.

The Berne Convention will enter into force for Maldives on 22 November 2025. This historic step signifies
Maldives’ integration into the international copyright framework, ensuring that, Maldivian creators, including
writers, musicians, artists, filmmakers, and other creative professionals, will enjoy the same level of protection
and recognition as their peers around the world.

This accession directly supports His Excellency President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu's vision of expanding the
creative sector's contribution to GDP up to 15% by 2030. The participation strengthens ongoing efforts to
develop the intellectual property ecosystem, establish Collective Management Organizations (CMOs), and
ensure Maldivian creators receive fair remuneration for their work.

The Government views this accession as a strategic achievement that advances national priorities: safeguarding
Maldivian creativity, attracting international investments and partnerships, and establishing a robust legal
framework for sustainable growth of creative industries.

By aligning with the international standards set by this convention, the Maldives enhances legal certainty for
all creators, fostering innovation, job creation, and economic diversification.

For further information, please contact:

Intellectual Property Section
Ministry of Economic Development and Trade
Email: ip@trade.gov.mv | Website: www.trade.gov.mv
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